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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 March 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 3,5,7-14 and 18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 8_ is/are allowed. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claims 3 & 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3, line 16 recites: "a spring". However, it is unclear if the spring on line 16 
is the same or a separate spring from the spring in claim 3, line 13. 

Claim 9, line 15 recites: "a spring". However, it is unclear if the spring on line 15 
is the same or a separate spring from the spring in claim 9, line 12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eugler (European Patent Number 0422678 A1) and Van der Feen et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 6296161 B1). 

Eugler discloses the box having the lid (2) and the bottom (1 ), 
one or more hinge device (3) releaseably connecting the lid (2) to the bottom (3), each 
hinge (3) having the first portion secured to the lid, and the second portion secured to 
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the bottom, the hinge (3) being configured to permit pivotal rotation of the lid along the 
edge portion of the bottom, and being provided with the release mechanism (1 1) so that 
the hinge device (3) can also function as the latch allowing separation of the first and 
second portions of the hinge device (3), wherein the hinge device (3) automatically 
snaps into engagement when the first portion is urged toward the second portion in a 
closing direction, one of the first and second portion s having the catch including the 
pawl (27) mounted for rotational movement around the axis perpendicular to the closing 
direction, and the other portion having the enlarged structure (See circular end of (10) in 
Figures 5, 6 & 7) configured for receipt by the catch, and 

wherein the pawl (27) can be pushed aside by the enlarge structure upon entry 
but not upon exit of the catch (See Figure 7). 

However, Eugler does not disclose the clamp device configured to attach the 
bottom of the box to the pair of crossbars on top of the car. 

Van der Feen et al., teaches the clamp device (2) configured to attach the bottom 
of the box to the pair of crossbars (3) on top of the car (See Column 2, lines 34 - 37) 
(See Figures 1 - 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the clamp device configured to attach the bottom of the 
box to the pair of crossbars on top of the car as taught by Van der Feen et al., with the 
car top carrier of Eugler in order to enhance reliable and durable anchoring to reduces 
excess movement. 
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Regarding claim 7, Eugler discloses the box having the lid (2) and the bottom (1), 
one or more hinge devices releasably connecting the lid to the bottom, each 
hinge having the first portion secured to the lid (2), and the second portion secured to 
the bottom, the hinge being configured to permit pivotal rotation of the lid along the edge 
portion of the bottom, and being provided with the release mechanism (1 1) so that the 
hinge device can also function as the latch allowing separation of the first and second 
portions of the hinge device in the release direction, wherein one of the first and second 
portions has the catch including the pawl (27) mounted for rotational movement around 
the axis perpendicular to the release direction and being spring biased (See direction of 
arrow (15) in Figure 3) toward the constricted-passage position, and the other portion 
has the enlarged structure (See circular end of (10) in Figures 5, 6 & 7) configured for 
receipt by the catch, and further wherein the pawl (27) (See Figure 7) can be pushed 
aside by the enlarged structure upon entry but not upon exit of the catch (See Figure 7), 
and 

wherein the catch is spring (14) biased toward the closed position which permits 
entry of the enlarged structure (See circular end of (10) in Figures 5, 6 & 7) into the 
catch but does not allow exit of the enlarged structure (See circular end of (10) in 
Figures 5, 6 & 7) from the catch without manipulation. 

However, Eugler does not disclose the clamp device configured to attach the 
bottom of the box to the pair of crossbars on top of the car. 
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Van der Feen et al., teaches the clamp device (2) configured to attach the bottom 
of the box to the pair of crossbars (3) on top of the car (See Column 2, lines 34 - 37) 
(See Figures 1 - 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the clamp device configured to attach the bottom of the 
box to the pair of crossbars on top of the car as taught by Van der Feen et al., with the 
car top carrier of Eugler in order to enhance reliable and durable anchoring to reduces 
excess movement. 

Regarding claim 10, Eugler discloses first and second lid supports (4 & 5), each 
lid support (4 & 5) connecting the lid (2) to the bottom (1 ) (See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Eugler discloses each lid support (See Figures 1 & 2) 
includes the slider (5) mounted on the spring, and the cam slidably contacting the slider 
(5) so that the lid (2) supports assists in opening and closing the lid (2). 

Regarding claim 12, Eugler discloses the first portion has the enlarged structure 
and the second portion has the catch (See Figures 3 - 7). 

Regarding claim 13, However, Eugler does not disclose the first portion has the 
catch and the second portion has the enlarged position. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the first portion have the catch and the second portion 
have the enlarge position, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 14, Eugler discloses the second portion (See Figures 6 & 7) has 
the receptacle with the flared lip (31 ) allowing the limited amount of hinge (3) rotation 
(See Figures 6 & 7). 

Regarding claim 18, Eugler discloses the box having the lid (2) and the bottom 
(1), one or more hinge devices (3) releasably connecting the lid to the bottom, each 
hinge (3) having the first portion secured to the lid (2) (See Figures 1 & 2), and the 
second portion secured to the bottom (1) (See Figures 4 - 7), the hinge ((3) being 
configured to permit pivotal rotation of the lid along the edge portion of the bottom (1), 
and being provided with the release mechanism (11) so that the hinge device (3) can 
also function as the latch allowing separation of the first and second portions of the 
hinge device (3), wherein the hinge device (3) automatically snaps into engagement 
when the first portion is urged toward the second portion, the first and second portions 
(See Box in Figures 1 & 2) being configured to permit relative rotation around at least 
two axes (i.e. rotations on each side of the box & lid). 

However, Eugler does not disclose the clamp device configured to attach the 
bottom of the box to the pair of crossbars on top of the car and wherein the clamp 
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device includes at least one cam lever positioned inside the box for opening and closing 
the clamp device securely around the crossbar. 

Van der Feen et al., teaches the clamp device (2) (See Figures 1 - 5) configured 
to attach the bottom of the box to the pair of crossbars (3) on top of the car (See 
Column 2, lines 34 - 36) and wherein the clamp device (2) includes at least one cam 
lever (9) positioned inside the box for opening and closing the clamp device (2) securely 
around the crossbar (3) (See Figures 1 - 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the clamp device configured to attach the bottom of the 
box to the pair of crossbars on top of the car and wherein the clamp device includes at 
least one cam lever positioned inside the box for opening and closing the clamp device 
securely around the crossbar as taught by Van der Feen et al., with the car top carrier of 
Eugler in order to enhance reliable and durable anchoring to reduces excess 
movement. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 8 is allowed. 

5. Claims 3 & 9 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on March 21 , 2008 with respect to claim 3, 5, 7 - 1 4 
& 18 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, Eugler does not disclose the pawl mounted for rotational 
movement. 

Examiner disagrees, Eugler teaches the pawl (27) mounted for rotational 
movement (See arrow direction of (24) in Figure 3) and (See English Translation). 

Applicant argues, Eugler does not disclose the first and second 
portions... configured to permit relative rotation around at least two axes". 

Examiner disagrees, Eugler teaches the first and second portions configured to 
permit relative rotation around each side (i.e. left & right side) of the box / lid (See 
Figures 1 & 2). 

Therefore, left side has the first axes to permit rotation and the right side has the 
second axes to permit rotation. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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